Fortunately, there is another and less discouraging aspect of the subject of environment and heredity to be considered. If gloomy and insanitary surroundings tend to produce neurosis, the converse is also true that, given a tendency to neurosis, bright and healthy surroundings will keep it in check. So, also, if Nature is allowed a fair chance, and not handicapped by the piling up of morbid heredity, the law of reversion to the normal type will assert itself, and an ancestral neurotic taint will gradually be obliterated. It is rarely, however, that those who know (or ought to know) that they inherit a predisposition to nervous weakness give to this matter as grave consideration as is due, and consequently the " vis medicatrix natureo " has but limited scope. Moreover, there seems to be a sympathetic affinity between persons of neurotic temperament which leads to intermarriage and intensification of the strain. Although once in a way the product may be a great preacher, a great painter, a great poet, or a great musician (for this temperament tends to give prominence to the aesthetic faculties), as a rule the risk of disaster is great, and at best the progeny of neurotic parents will be short of intellectual " staying power," even if they escape the grosser ills which have formecL the subject of these papers.
